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of the Council, I gave two years to the preparation of " The
Record of the Royal Geographical Society 1830-1930." Here
also I had to deal with the origin and management of the National
Antarctic Expedition of 1901-3, from a fresh point of view. I
felt that these two works must complete my contribution to polar
literature.
But the demand for a new edition of the " Siege of the South
Pole " arose again from students of geography. , The Rev. Gordon
Hayes, who had already tackled some of the thorniest controversies
regarding the Polar Regions, offered to collaborate with me in
producing either a new edition of the " Siege " or a supplementary
volume dealing with expeditions subsequent to 1905. Nothing
could be more flattering to my old ambitions; but after considera-
tion I declined the proposal.
Work of this kind, I felt, should reflect the unfettered views
of the writer, and on some points of opinion and presentation I
knew that my friend and I would differ. He generously offered
to defer to me in case of any divergence, but if I accepted I knew
that it would cripple him in his work. Moreover, a book which
was statedly a revision or a sequel would lack the freshness of appeal
which alone could attract new readers.
For these reasons I persuaded him to assume the full responsi-
bilities of authorship, to write an original book in his own way,
having tto connection with the " Siege of the South Pole " except
that it dealt with later expeditions to the same regions. Thus
the two books would neither overlap nor interlock, but stand as
companion volumes expressing the separate individualities of the
authors.
I readily agreed to do for Mr. Hayes what I had done for
Shackleton, Mawson and Joyce, that is to read the whole book
before it went to the printers, to criticize it with the utmost frank-
ness and to leave the author free to adopt or ignore my comments.
This arrangement has been carried out and that is the origin of
" The Conquest of the South Pole," a happy tide if it does not
suggest that all was over but the shouting when the Pole itself had
been reached.
In scope and purpose the book as it now appears is a con-
tribution to the history of exploration in the twentieth century.
Mr* Gordon Hayes has made use of many unpublished records as
well as of the authorized narratives of leaders, the publications
of subordinate members and the personal help of many of those